Arlington Historical Commission 
Minutes for the Meeting of 
Tuesday, 3 November 2015 
Whittemore-Robbins House, 7:45 p.m. 

1. Call to Order: Commissioners Patrick Guthrie, Pamela Meister, and Dianne Schaefer. 
Chairman, presiding, JoAnn Robinson 

2. Review of minutes: Reviewed the minutes from October 2015. Minutes are accepted 
with minor revisions. 

3. Communications Received: 

a. Call from Blue Selenium Solar representative asking about a solar customer at 9 
Walnut Terrace. It is not on the Inventory. 

b. Question about what Preservation list the Park on Washington Street is on. 

c. 36 Draper Avenue owner asking about work to be done on the roof and asked about 
the color choice. 

d. Would like to know the name of the dark brown building on Chestnut Street in 1951? 
JoanG. 781-862-8172. 


4. Reports of other Town Boards and Historical Organizations: 

a. Arlington Preservation Fund (Guthrie, Schaefer)- Next meeting on November 10. No 
applications submitted recently. 

b. Arlington Historical Society (Meister)- Upcoming events: Arlington at Play. It was 
discussed that there should be a link from our website to the Arlington Historical 
Society. 

c. Arlington Historic Districts Commission-JoAnn Robinson has attended recent 
meetings. A joint meeting of the Commissions is proposed for December. 

d. ATED- Arlington Tourism and Economic Development Committee is redrafting their 
mission. They are asking for comments. JoAnn asked if members of the Arlington 
Historical Commission have an interest in being on the committee. Patrick Guthrie is 
interested. 

e. Community Preservation Act Committee (Robinson)- Met for the first time with all 
the members. Clarissa Rowe is the Chair. Other members are from the Historical 
Commission, Arlington Housing Commission, Conservation, Recreation, 
Redevelopment Board and 2-3 at large members. The group is familiarizing itself 
with projects in the pipeline. Want to develop a plan for funds, process for applying 
for funds, advertise that there are hearing, create a presentation for Town Meeting, 
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look at what is in the capital plan. This should become an agenda item for the AHC? 
Support of all members of the AHC is needed. 


5. Historical Commission FY 2016 Budget - Nothing to report. 

6. Projects Proceeding under Hearings and Approvals: 

a. Whittemore Robbins House Cottage 6/13 Robinson - Nothing to report. 

b. 41 Kensington Road 9/13 Guthrie- Progress underway on the greenhouse. 

c. 1173 Massachusetts Avenue 11/14 Guthrie- Project underway. 

d. 18 Robin Hood Road 3/15 Robinson- Project on hold. 

e. 38 Kensington Park 5/15 Stange- Approval in complete. 

f. 163 Park Avenue 6/15 Guthrie- Paved driveway; shingles done 

g. 61 Brantwood Road 7/15 Stange- No report. 

h. 1167 Massachusetts Avenue 8/15 Robinson- Nothing to report 

i. 42 Henderson Street 10/15 Schaefer- Work continuing. 

j. 64 Park Street 5/14 Robinson- A notice is going to be sent to the Zoning Board of 
Appeals regarding activity at this address without approval. 

7. Continuing Projects 

a. Whittemore Robbins House (and outbuildings): Robinson -Looking at Community 
Preservation Act with regard to this property. 

b. Arlington Civic Block Garden: Robinson - The Non-Profit Friends of the Robbins 
Town Hall Gardens has begun work. A meeting was held with the Town Manager 
regarding work to done. At this time dead trees are being removed, pruning done and 
plans made for replacement of tree killed by a gas leak. The group also met with an 
arborist to discuss pruning. 

c. Education/Outreach: Robinson - Nothing to report. 

d. Historic House Markers: Place order for marker for 11 Wellington Street. 

e. Town Hall: Memorial for Vietnam War Veterans is being discussed. Some visible 
remembrance is proposed. The general rule is that no remembrances will be placed 
on the walls of the Town Hall. 

f. Web Site: Stange - Add link to Arlington Historical Society. 


Discussion and Hearing: 

8:30pm: Continued Formal Hearing for 42 Henderson Street with John Magee, owner. 


Plans presented: 

• Mr. Magee had met with Dianne Schaefer to tour the inside project. 
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Regarding the exterior plans the side facing the neighbor window layout will flow 
with the window above it. 


• Sawin Street side window changes will change single window to two separate 
window with a space between. 

• Suggested plan to add a bay window and a door going out to the side yard. 

Comments from the Commission: In favor of the bay window; like to have the siding 
continue on the bottom of the bay; suggest that Mr. Magee look at the Winslow 
House. Consistency is important. The proposal is not sympathetic to the design of 
the house. Mr. Magee will look for a door that will fit and send over drawings. 

Hearing closed at 8:48pm. 


The Arlington Historical Commission meeting adjourned at 9:17pm. 

The next Arlington Historical Commission meeting will be December 1, 2015. 
For the Arlington Historical Commission, Victoria Rose, Recording Secretary. 
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